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Shilpa Estate Director Jayesh Thakker paid a courtesy visit to the Expo and was welcomed by Assistant General

Manager (Advt) Milind Vaidya.

(Contd from P1)

The title sponsor of the expo is
Deepak Builders & Developers,
while Thakkers Group Ltd (TGL)
is the co-sponsor. The expo fea-
tures a wide variety of options,
including budget homes, luxury
apartments, row houses, row bun-
galows and N.A. plots.

Prominent builders partici-
pating in the expo include Thak-
kers Group Ltd (TGL), Parksyde
Residences, Rohan Enterprises,
Nisham Developers, Seva Real-
tors, Sathe Builders, Keystone
Construction, Aakar Buildcon,
Kotkar Brothers, Urban Sytes,
Amit Lifespace LLP, AMR Devel-
opers, Anantara, Pooja Construc-
tions, B-Orbit Group, CDIL-Farm
Plots, Rajendra Builders, Mahakal
Builders, Siddhi Builders & De-
velopers, Rushiraj, Minka River-
dale, Nandan Builders, Shreeyog
Builders & Land Developers, and
Shilpa Estates.

Customer Harish Kale has booked a shop in Avdhoot Apartment at Dhruvana-
gar in the Gangapur area, a project developed by Rajendra Builders. He was
congratulated on the occasion by the company’s director, Rajendra Sonje.

‘Red storm’ of farmers marches
from Nashik to Mumbai

NASHIK: Thousands of farm-
ers, agricultural labourers, and tribal
people launched a foot march on
Sunday from Nashik to Mumbai
to press for a range of demands,
including land rights, irrigation fa-
cilities, loan waivers, assured crop [t
prices, and uninterrupted power it

supply.

The march, led by the Commu- 1!‘ ~
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nist Party of India (Marxist) and

the All India Kisan Sabha, saw &
protesters carrying red flags and

raising slogans as they accused the

. &
government of failing to honour fﬁ

carlier assurances. They warned
that they would gherao Mantralaya, the
state secretariat in Mumbai, if their de-
mands are not met. Prominent leaders
participating in the agitation include
CPI(M) Polit Bureau member and All
India Kisan Sabha national president
Ashok Dhawle and CITU national
vice-president D.L. Karad.
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Key demands of the protesters in-
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Rights Act, land rights under the PESA
Act (Provisions of the Panchayats Ex-
tension to Scheduled Areas Act), ex-
ecution of pending irrigation projects,
minimum support price for soybean
and maize, forest land titles, and loan
waivers. Kisan Sabha national joint
secretary Ajit Navale said a similar

clude implementation of the Forest

“long march” held earlier in Palghar
district concluded after the administra-
tion accepted several demands.
Former MLA J.P. Gavit said the
. protesters were well-prepared with
' ration supplies and determined to
" reach Mumbai. “We will gherao

v 4 Mantralaya and will not move until
e
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£ way. More than 20,000 farmers and

our demands are fulfilled,” he said,
adding that more farmers are ex-
¥ pected to join the march along the

tribal participants, described by
organisers as a “Red Storm,” had
arrived on the outskirts of Nashik
on Saturday from various parts of
the district. They spent the night at an
open ground near the Maharashtra Uni-
versity of Health Sciences on Dindori
Road before beginning the march, .

The march led to traffic disrup-
tions in several parts of city, with
vehicular movement affected for an
extended period.

Students take oath for copy-free exam campaign

NASHIK: Students of Class X at
Janata Vidyalaya, Gore Ram Lane,
run by Maratha Vidya Prasarak
Sanstha, have taken an oath for a
copy-free examination campaign
ahead of the upcoming Board Ex-
amination 2026.

The programme held on Wednes-
day, January 21stm 2026, aimed at
creating awareness among students
about appearing for examinations
with honesty and integrity.

As the state-wide Class X and
XII board examinations approach,
the education department has initi-
ated special efforts at all levels to
ensure copy-free examinations. As
part of this campaign, Janata Vidya-

with teaching and non-teaching staff
of the school. On this occasion, stu-
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to pursue regular studies, plan their
time effectively, and face the exami-

nation with confidence.

laya organised an oath-taking cer-
emony for its students. During the
event, students pledged to trust their
own efforts and refrain from adopt-
ing unfair means while appearing for
examinations.

The oath-taking ceremony was
attended by principal M.S. Pingale,
senior teacher S.D. Thakare, along

dents were guided about the impor-
tance of board examinations, the val-
ue of honesty, and having confidence
in their own abilities.

Addressing the students, principal
M.S. Pingale said that examinations
are not merely a means to obtain

E

marks but are a true test of students
knowledge. She encouraged students

The school informed that vari-
ous initiatives will be undertaken in
future for comprehensive guidance
of students. Teachers expressed
confidence that this pledge to ap-
pear for copy-free examinations
will instil a sense of responsibility
among students.

Cycle rally promotes voter awareness

NASHIK: Cyclists in
Nashik spread the mes-
sage of ‘My India — My
Vote’ and ‘Voting is a
National Duty’ during
an early-morning cycle
rally held at 6.30 am on
Sunday to mark National
Voters’ Day.

The rally was part of
the state-level programme
for the 16th National Vot-
ers’ Day, jointly organised
by the Chief Electoral

Officer, Maharashtra,
and the District Election
Officer, Nashik. State

Chief Electoral Officer
S. Chockalingam and
District Collector Ayush
Prasad flagged off the ral-
ly and participated in it.
Several senior elec-
tion officials were pres-

ent, including State
Deputy Chief Electoral

Officer Anil Sonar, As-
sistant Chief Electoral
Officer Kiran Shardul,
Deputy District Elec-
tion Officer Madhumati
Sardesai, Cell Officer
Rajendra Deherkar, As-
sistant Suresh Yadav,
and Cycling Association
president Amit Ghuge,
among others.

Addressing  partici-

pants, Chockalingam said

multiple voter-aware-
ness initiatives are being
implemented across the
state to encourage greater
public participation in the
electoral process. He ex-
pressed confidence that
such programmes would
lead to a significant in-
crease in voter turnout in
future elections.

Hit-and-run: Policeman booked for drunken driving

NASHIK: A late-night
hit-and-run incident involv-
ing a police officer in uni-
form in Ashoknagar, Satpur,
on Saturday has sparked
outrage and raised serious
questions about police dis-
cipline and accountability.

According to police
sources, a police assistant
sub-inspector, allegedly
driving under the influence
of alcohol, rammed his
speeding car into pedestri-
ans, a four-wheeler, and a
two-wheeler near a bank in
Ashoknagar. After the inci-
dent, the officer attempted
to flee the scene but was
caught by local residents,
who assaulted him before
handing him over to the Sat-
pur police.

The accused has been

identified as Abaji Moti-
ram Musale, a resident of
Satpur, currently posted at

the Satpur police station.
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The incident occurred on

Saturday night (January 24)
while Musale was returning
home in his XUV (MH 15
KK 3157) after completing
his duty. Eyewitnesses al-
leged that he was driving
at high speed and appeared
intoxicated when he first

collided with a car belong-
ing to Vijay Nanavare (66),
a resident of Shramiknagar,
near Axis Bank. Instead of
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stopping, he allegedly sped
away and struck a two-
wheeler further ahead.

The occupants of the car
and the two-wheeler sus-
tained serious injuries and
were rushed to hospital.
When it became evident that
the driver was attempting to

escape, some citizens and
miscreants chased the ve-
hicle, intercepted it a short
distance away, dragged the
officer out, and assaulted
him. His presence in police
uniform intensified public
anger.

Following the incident,
a police team led by senior
police inspector Prakash
Ahire reached the spot. All
injured persons, including
Musale, are undergoing
treatment. Based on a com-
plaint lodged by Nanavare,
a case has been registered
against Musale for drunken
driving and causing the ac-
cident. Police have stated
that legal action will also
be initiated against those
who assaulted the officer
for taking the law into their

own hands. During a search
of the vehicle, sealed liquor
bottles and glasses were
found in the car, adding
to the gravity of the case.
Authorities have indicated
that strict action is expected
from senior officials, as the
incident has once again put
the spotlight on police con-
duct and responsibility.

Video footage seized;
action against

assailants too

Satpur police said
video clips related to the
assault have been seized,
and separate action will
be taken against indi-
viduals who attacked the
accused officer.

Is patriotism only the soldier’s responsibility?

As Indian citizens, this song
stirs within us a deep sense of duty
and responsibility. If we genuine-
ly wish to keep alive the memo-
ry of the sacrifices our soldiers
make—every day, every
moment—then patriotism
must first awaken within
our own hearts. Every ac-
tion of a citizen should arise
from love for the nation, or
at the very least, be guided =
by an awareness of national £
interest.

The Indian citizen

Vijayalakshmi
Manerikar.

nation’s expectations. National
security is seen as their sole duty,
while others freely enjoy inde-
pendence, wasting time without

my school, Here we nurture dis-
cipline, values, and character,”
students gradually evolve into
conscientious citizens.

accountability. Yet society is Not g

ual. I am Indian society.

me. This realization alone

one.
But how do we instill
such responsibility? How

In India, once a student director, Globaldo we nurture it? While

completes the tenth stan-
dard—marking the end of
formal schooling—the pledge
“India is my country, and I love
my country” gradually fades into
oblivion. Without fulfilling one’s
own duties, a tendency to criti-
cize begins to take root. People
start declaring what the country
should be, what it must have, how
development is essential, and how
decline is unacceptable. Expecta-
tions rise like a towering moun-
tain, while the valley of personal
responsibility sinks ever deeper.
Why does this happen?
There exists an unspoken as-
sumption that only soldiers are
responsible for fulfilling the

Vision School speaking of self-reliance,

do we as Indians truly in-

trospect?

The role of school education

School life is the most for-
mative phase of an individual’s
journey. Alongside intellectual,
mental, and physical develop-
ment, social and cultural growth
also takes shape during these
years. Concepts such as duty, self-
respect, self-development, free-
dom, and the delicate boundary
between freedom and indiscipline
are introduced early. Discipline
and character are patiently nur-
tured.

Through songs like:

“This is our school, this is

separate from the individ- |

The beginning starts with | 5
me, and the end rests with |

I. i ’f' . can transform an ordinary

citizen into a responsible |

Yet, at the same time, children
are exposed—through newspa-
pers and television—to the daily
venom spewed by so-called social
representatives driven by selfish
interests. They see it, hear it, read
it—and they hesitate. Confusion
sets in. Disillusionment follows.
What they learn in school appears
outdated, while reality seems
starkly different.

Truth, however, is singular
and eternal. Believing this, some
choose silence; others immerse
themselves in the chaos of the

present; still others retreat into
escapism. They reason that India
today is free, not enslaved. Then
why sing old poems of liberation?

Why sing freedom songs when
independence has already been
achieved? Like others, they too
are citizens of a free nation. In
this confusion between freedom
and license, many children lose
their way.

One of my own poems comes
to mind:

When fire erupts in a forest, it
engulfs every tree,

The wildfire spreads, consum-
ing even its shelter.

Raging flames devour all in
their path—

Burning its own home, it burns
yours and mine alike.

Why I write this today

The reason for writing today is
the77th Republic Day today.

The theme of Republic Day
2026—“Vande Mataram” and
“Atmanirbhar Bharat (Self-Reli-
ant India)”—centers on patriotism
and self-reliance.

Each year, Republic Day is
marked by a grand parade at Kar-
tavya Path near India Gate in New
Delhi. Millions watch as the pa-
rade showcases India’s sovereign-
ty, democratic values, and prog-
ress, along with the disciplined
strength of the Indian Armed
Forces and the vibrant cultural
tableaux of various states.

In 1996, 1 was selected from
Mabharashtra to represent the Na-
tional Cadet Corps (NCC) and
had the honor of marching in the
Republic Day parade on Rajpath
in Delhi.

Thirty years later, my niece,
Ishwari Omkar Vairagkar, has
been selected from the Maharash-
tra Girls Battalion to march in the
NCC platoon at the Republic Day
Parade. This is a moment of im-
mense pride and a truly unforget-
table experience.

Let us awaken patriotism!

Jewellery worth Rs. 16 lakh stolen

NASHIK: A daring
burglary has been reported
from the Mico Circle area
in the heart of the city,
where thieves targeted the
locked house of a business-
man who had gone to Pune.
Exploiting the family’s ab-
sence, unknown miscreants
broke into the house and de-
camped with gold and silver
jewellery worth Rs. 16 lakh,
triggering concern among
local residents.

The burglary took place
at the residence of Surekha
Santosh Nahar, located in
Komal Residency on Sadhu
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Vaswani Road. The Nahar
family had been away in
Pune, and the theft is be-
lieved to have occurred be-
tween January 15 and Janu-
ary 23. The burglars gained
entry by breaking the iron
grill of the kitchen window
at the rear of the house.

After entering the prem-
ises, the thieves ransacked
cupboards and drawers in
the bedroom and stole gold
jewellery, including a man-
galsutra, necklace, bangles,
rings, earrings, and chain,
along with silver ornaments,
a laptop and cash.
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