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India clinch T20I series

PUNE: India secured a
15-run victory over England
in the fourth T201 at the Ma-
harashtra CricketAssociation
Stadium, taking an unassail-
able 3-1 lead in the series.
Defending 181, India bowled
out England for 166, with
Ravi Bishnoi and Harshit
Rana taking three wickets
each. England’s chase was
led by Harry Brook (51),
but regular wickets derailed
their momentum.

Opting to bat first, In-
dia got off to a disastrous
start as Saqib Mahmood
produced a historic triple-
wicket maiden in the sec-
ond over, becoming the first
bowler to achieve the feat in
men’s T20Is. He dismissed
Sanju Samson (1), Tilak
Varma (0), and Suryakumar
Yadav (0) in quick succes-
sion, reducing India to 12/3.
Jofra Archer and Brydon
Carse added further pres-

sure with disciplined spells.
Abhishek Sharma and Rinku
Singh attempted to steady
the innings with attacking
strokes, but Adil Rashid’s
clever variations broke the
partnership. Sharma (29 off
19) fell trying to clear the
boundary, and Rinku (30)
perished while attempting a
big shot off Carse.

At 98/5 in the 13th over,
India was in trouble, but Har-
dik Pandya and Shivam Dube
launched a counter-attack.
They put on a crucial 60-
run stand, smashing Rashid,
Carse, and Mahmood for
boundaries and sixes. Pan-
dya reached his fifty in style
before falling for 53 off 30
balls. Dube continued the
assault, also scoring 53, but
late wickets and Overton’s
tight final over restricted In-
dia to 181/9. Chasing 182,
England’s top order struggled
against India’s disciplined

bowling. Skipper Jos Buttler
and Phil Salt started aggres-
sively but lost their wickets
carly to Arshdeep Singh and
Bishnoi. England lost wick-
ets at regular intervals, with
Bishnoi and Rana exploiting
the conditions well.

Harry Brook provided

resistance with a well-crafted
51, countering Indian bowl-
ers with timely boundaries.
However, lack of support
from the other end hampered
England’s chase. Rana’s fiery
spell in the death overs, sup-
ported by Bishnoi’s consis-
tent strikes, ensured England
fell short, getting bowled out
for 166.
Brief scores: India 181/9
(Hardik Pandya 53, Shivam
Dube 53; Saqid Mahmood
3-35, Jamie Overton 2-32)
beat England 166/10 (Harry
Brook 51, Ben Duckett 39;
Ravi Bishnoi 3/28, Harshit
Rana 3/33) by 15 runs
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Kohli’s lean patch T, 4iq storm into final
continues as Delhi

reach 334/7

NEW DELHI" Delhi’s
middle-order strength en-
sured they ended Day 2 of
their Ranji Trophy match
against Railways at 334/7,
but the failure of star batsman
Virat Kohli was a key talking
point as the team wrestled
through a challenging day at
the Feroz Shah Kotla ground
here on Friday.

After a tough start on Day
1 when they were 41/1, Del-
hi’s innings began to show
signs of recovery, thanks in
large part to Ayush Badoni’s
blistering knock of 99 off 77
balls.

Badoni’s aggressive

stroke play, including 12
fours and 3 sixes, helped
steady the innings, while
Sumit Mathur, who was un-
beaten on 78 off 189 balls,
played the anchor role.
Mathur’s patient approach
saw him reach his half-cen-
tury off 117 balls, forming
a crucial partnership with
Badoni.

However, the early dis-
missal of Delhi’s top order
once again raised concerns.
Sanat Sangwan (30), Yash
Dhull (32), and the much-
anticipated Virat Kohli (6)
all failed to convert their
starts into substantial scores.

KUALA LUMPUR:
Defending champions In-
dia sealed a dominant nine-
wicket victory over
England in the second
semifinal of the ICC U19
Women’s T20 World
Cup 2025 at Bayuemas
Oval on Friday, booking
their place in the final
against South Africa.

India’s bowlers were
in superb form, with
Parunika Sisodia (3/21)
and Vaishnavi Sharma Ps
(3/23) restricting Eng-
land to a modest total of
113/8. Kamalini Guna-
lan led the charge with
the bat, scoring a composed
56* from 50 balls, as India
cruised to the target with
five overs and nine wickets
in hand.

England, opting to bat
first after winning the toss,
began with a b risk start led

by Davina Sarah T Perrin,
who top-scored with 45.
However, a double strike
from Parunika in the fifth
over reduced England to

37/2, and the wickets kept
tumbling thereafter. Aay-
ushi Shukla’s two crucial
dismissals, including
the top-scorer Perrin,
helped India tighten
their grip.

In reply, India’s

openers Kamalini and
Gongadi Trisha set a
solid foundation with
a 50-run partnership
in just eight overs.
Trisha’s dismissal
brought Sanika Chalke
to the crease, and the
pair saw India home
with ease.
Brief scores: India
117/1 (Kamalini 56*, Trisha
35) beat England 113/8 (Per-
rin 45, Norgrove 30, Sisodia
3-21, Vaishnavi 3-23, Aay-
ushi 2-21) by nine wickets
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Asian Winter Games 2025

SL trail Australia
by 518 runs

GALLE: Sri Lanka
were 136 for 5 in the first
innings at stumps on day
three of the first Test against

Australia at the Galle Inter-
national Stadium here on
Friday and trail by 518 runs
to the vistors’ mammoth to-
tal of 654 for 6 in the first
innings.

Dinesh Chandimal re-
mained unbeaten on 63%,
with Kusal Mendis yet
to get off the mark when
stumps were drawn.

Australia’s potent bowl- :

weather

respite, with the

challenging.

sunny skies, with 27 overs
bowled before rain arrived

weather forecast suggests

more rain today, but clear :
conditions are expected for :

the final day of the Test.

tear, making bat- :
ting increasingly : has denied reports claim- ;
i ing that Marsh is suffering :
The day began under : from stress fractures but :
i confirmed that his ongoing : ticipation of 88-member
¢ rehabilitation for a lower :
abruptly just before lunch. :
With no further play pos- :
sible, stumps were called :

over two hours early. The :

Marsh out of

ICC Champions

Trophy

SYDNEY,:Australia :

ing attack was left frustrated iggoggggrmﬁgcgil 01;431:(}1
after the final two sessions month’s ICC Men’s Champi-
of the day were washed : ;o ophy due to the wors-
out due t(.) unex- ening of a back injury he has :
peoted rain. The ¢ struggled with throughout :
disrup- } the summer. The 33-year-old :

tion provided Sri ¢ has not featured in a match :

Lanka with some : since a solitary appearance :

i for Perth Scorchers in the : gentat the 9th Asian Win-

surface showing : Bjg Bash League earlier this :

signs of wearand : onth.
Cricket Australia (CA) @

¢ bin, China.

: Federations

Participation of Indian
contingent approved

NEW DELHI: The

: Central government has
: approved the participa-
: tion of the Indian contin-

¢ ter Games (AWG) 2025,
¢ scheduled to be held from

February 7 to 14 in Har-

The government has
given clearance for par-

. : Indian contingent which
back complaint has only ex- : includes 59 athlet nd
acerbated the issue. Marsh, : cludes athietes a

who had previously been : 29 team officials.
in contention to captain the
ODI team in Pat Cummins’ :
absence, will now undergo :
: a period of rest and further :
: rehabilitation. :

For the first time, full
financial support is being
extended under the Assis-
tance to National Sports
(ANSF)

Scheme to athletes com-
peting in Alpine Skiing,
Cross-Country  Skiing,
Figure Skating, Short
Track Speed Skating,
and Speed Skating (Long
Track), the official sourc-
es on Friday said.

This significant deci-
sion highlights the gov-
ernment’s commitment to
promoting winter sports
and providing Indian ath-
letes with opportunities
to compete at the highest
levels in Asia.

The Asian Winter
Games provide a crucial
platform for Indian ath-
letes to showcase their

only promotes transpar-

winter sports.

The Ministry of Youth :

Affairs and Sports ex-

in India.

Racing scene set for big
step forward: Chandhok

CHENNALI: The rac-

ing scene in India is set
i for a major enhancement
¢ by way of bigger and

: more powerful vehicles

talent and compete with & ;) e peay future, Vicky

some of the best in the Chandhok, vice-president,

world, setting the stage : \fadras Motor Sports Club

for future global competi- (MMSC), said on Friday.

tions. The Government’s :

structured approach not : Annual Awards ceremony

) : i to honour the 2024 Na-
ency in team selection : tional Racing Champion-
but also strengthens In- :
dia’s resolve to become a :

formidable contender in

Speaking at the MMSC

ship winners here, he said:
“I cannot go into specif-
ics, but the racing scene
should witness infusion of
bigger and more powerful

¢ machines sometime soon.
tends its best wishes to :
all participating athletes :
and reaffirms its commit- :
ment to supporting the :
growth of winter sports :
i Mika International Kart-

“Parallelly, MMSC is
working towards making
motorsports more afford-
able and to this end, our
karting programme at the

ing Arena, is the first step
in this direction,” he said.

“We also thank MRF
Tyres, Honda and TVS for
their active involvement in
our National Champion-
ships,” he added.

Chief guest Arun Mam-
men, vice-chairman and
managing director, MRF
Ltd., outlined his compa-
ny’s involvement in mo-
torsports over six decades
and a strong presence in
various  championships
globally. He reiterated
that MRF would continue
to support motorsports in
India across various dis-
ciplines. The ceremony
marked the conclusion of
the 2024 National racing
season as awards were
presented to the winners at
a gala function.
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Economic Survey pegs
GDP growth at 6.3-6.8%

NEW DELHI: India’s real gross
domestic product (GDP) is expected
to grow at 6.3-6.8% year-on-year in
the financial year 2025-26 (FY26),
as per the Economic Survey 2024-
25 tabled in the Parliament on Friday

ahead of the Union Budget.

The Survey tabled by Union
Finance Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man said that while there are many
upsides to domestic investment, out-
put growth and disinflation in FY26,
the economy faces equally strong
downsides too. “On balance of these
considerations, we expect that the
growth in FY26 would be between
6.3 and 6.8 per cent,” the Survey said.
It further said that navigating global
headwinds will require strategic and
prudent policy management and re-
inforcing the domestic fundamentals.
India’s GDP growth slowed down to
nearly seven-quarter low of 5.4%
year-on-year in the July-September
quarter (Q2) of current financial year

by 6.4% in FY25.

“Looking ahead, India’s eco-
nomic prospects for FY26 are bal-
anced. Headwinds to growth include
elevated geopolitical and trade un-
certainties and possible commodity
price shocks,” the Economic Survey
2024-25 said. The government’s re-
port card noted that domestically the
translation of order books of private
capital goods sector into sustained
investment pick-up, improvements in
consumer confidence, and corporate
wage pick-up will be key to promot-
ing growth. Further, it said that rural
demand backed by a rebound in ag-
ricultural production, an anticipated
easing of food inflation and a stable
macro-economic environment pro-
vide an upside to near-term growth.

2024-25 triggering downward revi-
sion in annual growth forecast by
multiple agencies. As per the first ad-
vance estimates of national accounts,
India’s real GDP is estimated to grow

Negative impact
of AI on labour

The impact of Al or artificial
intelligence on labour will be felt
worldwide but it can be a big issue
in India considering its size and low
per capita income, Economic Sur-
vey 2024-25 has warned.

“The corporate sector has to
display a high degree of social re-
sponsibility. Although the impact of
Al on labour will be felt across the
world, the problem is magnified for
India, given its size and its relative-
ly low per capita income,” it said.

The Survey said that if compa-
nies do not optimise the introduc-
tion of Al over a longer horizon and
do not handle it with sensitivity, the
demand for policy intervention and
the demand on fiscal resources to
compensate will be irresistible.

Core sector
output rises

! NEW DELHI: India’s :
i core sector output mea-
: sured by index of eight :

i core industries (ICI) grew : secutive session on Fri-

! 4% vyear-on-year in De- : day as BSE Sensex closed
: cember 2024.
i As per data released : I :
¢ in Capital Goods, Con-
¢ sumer Durable, and Power
¢ stocks. The economic sur-

i by Ministry of Commerce
: and Industry on Friday,
production of coal, elec- :

i tricity, steel, cement, re- : Vey yesterday was tabled

¢ finery products, fertilizers i projecting that the growth

: and crude oil recorded i for the
i positive growth in Decem-
¢ ber 2024.

i The ICI measures the :
¢ combined and individual
i performance of production :
: of eight core industries :
: viz. coal, crude oil, nat- :
¢ ural gas, refinery products,
i fertilizers,
: and electricity.

steel, cement

The eight core indus-

: uity market
¢ strong for the fourth con-

Sensex zooms

MUMBAI: The eq-
remained

tat 77,500.57, up 740.76
¢ points as buying was seen

financial year

i 2024-25 will be 6.30 to
¢ 6.80 percent.

The National Stock Ex-

: change (NSE) rose 258.90
! points at 23,508.40.

The Sensex opened

¢ positive at 76,888.89, ris-
¢ ing 129 points. During the
i day it spurted 846 points
: at 77,605, a day's high, be-
: fore closing at 77,500.57,

tries comprise 40.27% of i advancing 740.76 points

: the weight of items includ- :
¢ ed in the Index of Indus- :
i trial Production (IIP).

: from its previous close.

The Nifty registered

i day's high and low at

23,546.80 and 23,277.40
points respectively.

The stocks that glit-
tered were Capital Goods

& T by 431 pc to Rs
3567.20, Nestle India Ltd
by 4.25 pc to Rs 2313.05,
IndusInd Bank by 3.66 pc

by 3.89 pc, Industrials by
3.61 pc, Consumer Dura-
ble by 2.77 pc and Power
by 2.56 pc.

The Mid-cap rose by
1.76 pc and the Small-cap
by 1.83 pc.

In 31 scrips, 25 ad-
vanced, while 6 declined.

The gainers were L

to Rs 992.15 and Titan by
3.59 pc to Rs 3489.70.

The losers were ITC
Hotel by 2.98 pc to Rs
164.65, Bharti Airtel by
0.76 pc to Rs 1627.95,
Bajaj Finserv by 0.43 pc
to Rs 1737.15 and Bajaj
Finance by 0.17 pc to Rs
7885.55.
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KRN Heat Exchanger Infinix launches

posts growth

MUMBALI: KRN Heat
Exchanger and Refrig-
eration Limited, a leading
manufacturer and exporter
of heat exchange solu-
tions, has reported impres-
sive growth in its Q3 FY25
financial results. The com-
pany achieved a total in-
come of Rs 116.36 crore,
reflecting a year-on-year
increase of 73.67%. EBIT-
DA for the quarter stood at
Rs 15.81 crore, marking a
growth of 34.76%. Addi-
tionally, net profit surged
by 74.44%, reaching Rs
13.73 crore.

Santosh Kumar, Chair-
man and Managing Direc-
tor, attributed this success
to the company’s strategic
initiatives and focus on
resource efficiency. He
highlighted the company’s
ongoing commitment to

maintaining high-quality
standards and expanding :
its operations, particularly :
through a substantial Rs
235.76 crore investment in
its subsidiary, KRN HVAC :
i phone, the SMART 9HD,
: priced at INR 6699. Avail-
position in the HVAC&R

Products Private Limited.
This move strengthens its

sector. ¢ colours—Mint [ a - :
Looking ahead, KRN : Green,  Coral @ s W performance. The : &

Heat Exchanger plans i Gold, Neo Tita- | \ X I3MP  dual rear :F

to leverage the growing i MUM and Me- \\. ) camera and 8MP :

demand for
ficient and

The company is well-po-
sitioned for continued

innovation, customer sat-
isfaction, and enhanced

all  while

for its reliable and durable
products.

¢ tallic
energy-ef- :

:on Flipkart and
: other stores.

growth, with a focus on i
i 9HD
¢ a sleek design
P with a multi-

manufacturing  processes, : layer glass back
maintaining 5

1obal litv standard : and a 6.7” HD+
global - quality standards ., oh_hole dis-
i play witha 90Hz

¢ refresh rate and 500 nits

SMART 9HD
smartphone

NASHIK: Infinix has
launched its new smart-

able in four

February  4th

The SMART
features

Z
L

Black— || SS—

: the phone will

customized ¢ be on sale from

heat exchanger products. :

low light.

5000mAh battery,

tended use, run-

mance

front camera en- ;-
sure great pho- :i -
tography, even in : s

The device is : Kylaq opens new horizons

equipped with a  for Skoda in India’s boom-
: ing SUV market. It is the

Al charge protec- : prand’s first offering in the

tion, and Power : high-demand sub-4m seg-

Marathon for ex- } ment and the first model in

: India to showcase Skoda’s

\ J/ ning on Android :

¢ new modern solid design

14 Go edition for : |anguage,
optimized perfor- : robustness, functionality,

¢+ and authenticity.

Skoda Kylaq
launches in India

NASHIK: Skoda Auto

. India’s first-ever sub-4-
¢ metre SUV, the Kylag, has
i officially arrived on In-
. ¢ dian roads, marking a sig-
brightness. It’s powered :
by a MediaTek Helio G50 : prand. With its launch, the
processor, with 64GB stor- : __ - — —
age (expandable to 1TB) : 3 :
——_and up to 6GB of &

7 N ' RAM for smooth : /&

nificant milestone for the

emphasising

Petr Janeba,

exceptional

features.

product strategy,
ing us tap into new mar-

Indian roads.”

; Brand :
Director, Skoda Auto In- :
dia shares, “The Kylaq :
has officially arrived and :
is set to drive Skoda’s :
growth trajectory in India :

over the coming years. duced a range of water

Its availability : heaters
from today marks :
. the New Era for :
| Skoda Auto India. :
(] [t combines safety,
driv- :
ing dynamics, and :
segment-leading :
Follow- :
« ing the success of :

. the Kushaq and :
Slavia, the Kylaq con- :
tinues our India-focused :
help- ¢ heater with a splash-proof
! : controller for easy opera-
kets and bring even more : (on. The company also
customers into the Skoda :
family. With its accessible :
pricing, we can say the :
Kylaq truly democratises :

European technology on : hair.

Symphony Ltd
launches hair fall
control geysers

AHMEDABAD:
Symphony Ltd has intro-

with advanced
9-layer PuroPod Technol-
ogy that softens hard wa-
ter, reducing hair fall and
skin irritation. The new
models, Symphony Spa,
Sauna, and Soul, come in
10-litre, 15-litre, and 25-
litre capacities.

The Symphony Spa
features SmartBath tech-
nology, making it India’s
first Al-powered water

unveiled an advertisement
campaign highlighting the
impact of hard water on

Commenting on the

development, Achal Bak-
eri, Chairman and Manag-
ing Director, Symphony
Ltd, said, “At Symphony,
we think about tomor-
row, today. Guided by our
‘Thinking of Tomorrow’
philosophy, we devel-
oped this unique geyser
after gathering consumer
insights on the impact of
hard water on hair and
skin, as well as the ncon-
venience of operating gey-
sers installed at a height.
With advanced filtration
to reduce water hardness
and an Al-enabled, splash-
proof wireless controller,
our geysers ensure ef-
fortless operation—even
while showering—making
every bath smarter, safer,
more luxurious.
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